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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2015
Linda & Wiley in their new home where they have been stably housed for seven months thanks to the efforts of Case Manager, Kyle Dunson.

UPCOMING BFHP EVE N T S
Client Success Event featuring Land Home Hero
Performance with our Veterans

September 9, 2015, 2pm-3pm, First Presbyterian Church
2407 Dana Street • Berkeley

45th Anniversary Tribute October 1, 2015, 5pm-7pm,
David Brower Center 2150 Allston Way • Berkeley

SUPPORT BFHP

Help your community—donate to support BFHP!
We can’t do it without you.
Financial support:

510-809-8585, jhuntley@bfhp.org
or bfhp.org/donate/

Volunteering:

510-809-8506
volunteers@bfhp.org

BERKELEY FOOD &
HOUSING PROJECT
A LETTER FROM TERRIE LIGHT
We are devoting this issue of our newly redesigned
newsletter to our work with homeless veterans and their
families. Working in collaboration with the VA, we have
been able to open two new offices—one in Richmond and
the other in Vallejo—to expand our work with veterans to
those in need in Contra Costa and Solano counties. This
program, officially called ROADS Home, is part of the VA’s
national effort to eliminate homelessness among veterans
by 2016.
One of the issues affecting veterans, particularly combat veterans, is what we have come to call “moral injury.” To
address this, our Chaplain, M.A. Sempari and her team of
workers literally “take to the streets” to reach out and talk
with veterans wherever they are. You can learn more about
her work on page 3. You can also read a moving account of
how we helped one female veteran with seven children to
find a stable home for herself and her family.

In addition, I am particularly proud to announce that
BFHP has been awarded a major contract from the City of
Berkeley to run the City’s Homeless Crisis Resolution Center.
What this means is that BFHP will henceforth serve as the
single point of entry for all homeless men and women and
their access to homeless programs. This will require a major
reorganization of both our staff and the way we deliver
services. Over the next six months we will be ramping up in
order to officially launch this new model on January 1, 2016.
In the meantime, we hope you’ll save the date for our
45th Anniversary Tribute event to be held at the David
Brower Center on October 1, 2015.

Terrie Light
Executive Director

POWERFUL RESULTS FROM OUR
ONGOING PARTNERSHIP WITH
CALIFORNIA SHAKESPEARE THEATRE

V E T E R A N S I N O U R C O M M U N I T Y:
With BFHP's help, Misty and Daniel's housing has stabilized, their car has been paid up.

HOW WE HELP
VETER ANS
• Transitional housing for up to

2 years

• Street, encampment and
venue-based outreach
• Housing search and placement
• Time-limited financial
assistance
• Supportive services, including
health care, financial
planning, legal, employment
and child care
For the people who come back
from serving our country in the military, having a place to call home can
often be the most difficult aspect of
their return. But for the last four years,
BFHP has been helping veterans in our
community find their way home by giving them the kind of care, support and
shelter they need.
Working in partnership with the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA),
we’ve been able to come together
and work collaboratively to create real
solutions for the homeless veterans in
our community with minimum waste of
resources and maximum impact.
And with the second year of $1 million-plus funding we’ve gratefully received from the VA for the Supportive
Services for Veteran Families (SSVF)
program, we’ve even been able to

F I N D I N G T H E I R W AY H O M E

Offering compassionate and practical support for homeless veterans who’ve given so much for our country.
expand our reach beyond Alameda
no income. Haywood has built a pool
County, working to bring hope and
of at least 60 landlords we work with
homes to veterans in Contra Costa
to find real and permanent homes
and Solano counties.
for veterans most in need. “This is
Since the SSVF program opened
especially important because we’re
its doors in January 2014, BFHP has
in the Bay Area, where rents are the
helped more than 400 people get
highest in the country and the market
on the road to home. In addition to
is incredibly hard to navigate,” says
our numbers, we’re most proud of
Siva. “However, when LaVerne comes
the compassionate and practical sup- in to talk to landlords, her friendly
port we give to our clients. “Beyond
face and smile and powerful way of
offering them transitional housing
speaking about our work opens doors.
and working with them to pay for per- And if we don’t let these landlords
manent housing—up to nine months
down, they continue to rent to us for
for low-income veterans—we help
other clients.”
them with anything that leads to or
All of the work we’re doing to end
maintains their housing stability,” says
homelessness in our veteran comNatalie Siva, manager of BFHP’s veter- munity is part of a wider effort to
ans’ programs. “That could be helping
both identify and help homeless vets.
pay for repairs on the car they use to “There is a national initiative to create
get to work, an outfit for a job inter- master lists of homeless veterans
view, or food. For example, we had
because this strategy has proven so
a family recently who didn’t have the
effective,” says Siva. “New Orleans
money to feed their four kids. So we
is the model for the good that can
went and got them groceries and then
happen when you create a master
connected them with a food bank.”
list: they’ve been able to end homeOne of the staff who works hard
lessness for their veterans. So we’re
to make a difference in our veterans’ now working with others to create a
lives is LaVerne Haywood, a housing
master list of the homeless veterans
specialist at SSVF. Haywood has a
in northern California, and our goal
unique ability to convince landlords
is to end veterans’ homelessness
to rent to our veterans, especially
by 2016.”
those hardest to place: veterans with
multiple evictions, bad credit, and

Geary rehearsing for the Land Hero Home performance.
Telling stories is one of the most powerful ways we connect with each other
and learn about ourselves. So BFHP has been thrilled to work with Krista DeNio,
an artist in residence from Cal Shakes’ Triangle Lab, whose relationship with BFHP
started when Cal Shakes came to the agency to perform Twelfth Night for some
of our clients in September 2014.
For this new project, DeNio and BFHP Chaplain MA Sempari have been meeting weekly since December 2014, with a group of veterans in our downtown Men's
Housing Program.
“These men live in very close quarters, but some of them don’t know each other
very well,” says DeNio. “Through the work we’re doing together, they’re sharing
parts of their stories with each other, that they often have not yet heard before.”
The vets worked together to create the name for the project, Land Home
Hero. “MA brought the word Hero in,” says DeNio. “None of the men identified
themselves as a hero, but once we talked about the actual definition of hero —
someone who, in the face of danger or adversity, displays courage — they were
able to begin seeing themselves as heroes, and that we are all on a hero’s journey.”
The group’s blog, landhomehero.tumblr.com, showcases the vets’ writing and the photos that have come out of this important work. The project will
culminate in a live performance as part of our annual Client Success Event on
September 9, 2015 at First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley.

TAKING IT TO
THE STREETS
Every week, rain or shine,
BFHP’s outreach team hits the
streets to find homeless vets
in need of spiritual care and a
connection to the type of tangible resources and tools we
offer. BFHP Interfaith Chaplain
MA Sempari leads the effort
along with Alex and Craig, two
vets who are “paying forward”
the help they’ve gotten from
BFHP through our veterans’
program. “We don’t have a
clipboard. We don’t have an
agenda,” says Sempari. “We’re
here to offer whatever they
need: a hug, a prayer, a sacred
reminder that they are human
beings who matter.” We are so
grateful to the outreach team
for their dedication and their
powerful work.

A F E M A L E V E T E R A N’S SU CCESS ST OR Y

JL, AIR FORCE VET

JL, a mother of seven children, retired from the Air Force last July, and because she was no longer an active duty officer, she
needed to move off the base. Compounding her housing challenges was that her retirement income wasn’t going to come until
a few months later, so she and her family were at risk for homelessness. JL contacted us in a frantic state, not able to provide her
family of seven children with even the basic household necessities. She had some job prospects, but was unable to make it to the
interviews because she had no gas for her car. BFHP was able to provide her with gas, groceries and diapers immediately. Then
our housing specialist contacted her property manager on base and convinced her to let JL and her family stay until we were able
to place her somewhere else. After filling out numerous housing applications, JL was finally offered a house in Suisun, and her
family moved off base and into the home within 90 days; JL also got a job in Vacaville within the 90 days as well. She has been
stably housed for six months, is still working, and is doing great.

